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Mel Leipzigs paintings of everyday people are anything but ordinary

The power of portraits
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Fiar it
than 40 years,
Trent bt
ardist Mel
Lasaprzig, who
Just turned B0,
has been painting porteaits of
prople around Mew Jersey and
MNew York "As They Are”

Aljira, a Center for Contempao-
rary Ari in Newwrk, has jusi
cpened a show of a dozen such
recent paintings of friends,
Earndly and artias, all suspeaded
in thelr common. everyday
pursuste,

Likes acsria] masdia selles,
Lelpzig’s portralls try to ghve you
e than a lkeness by emphas
sizing the sitter's contexi.

These portraits are a3 much
aboust the backgrounds they are
paknited against as Ubeir human
subjects: Artists in thedr sludios,
aclors in lech rehearsal under a
grid of spotlights, scademics in
offices piled o the celling with
baoks and crumpled papers
— everything In & Leipzlg work ks
padirted with an almost halluc
nogendc intensity of detafl, juss
s b s i1

Ab Aljira thers are portraits of
his late wife Mary Jo and thelr

#r Francesca painied on a
broam pe-Foeil door, as well as.an
it eritae o s bock-stuffed
apartment on Tlet Sireet in

Manhattan. Leipzig paints an
assistant standing in a doorwey
to the offices at Callery Henoch,
huis P Yiowrke Clty dealer (He-
noch has represented Lelpzig
lisregeer than any ollver artist n its
siable, sinoe 18841, and a Trenton
gralTitis posing in front of one of
his temporary outdoor murals
ol oo,

“But i el " faye Aljlea
director Victor Davson, “what
o me 18 Ueey ame all juasi paind ...
The thing sbout Mel iz, ha loves
painL”

Maoat are rendered with jus
bomir primary colors and black. in
scrylic. The paintings in “As They
Are” well-chosen by Davson.
sherw off Ledpaig's uncanny
wizardry with paing. but even
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As Are:
Pactralaby
Mel Leipzig
Where A
me‘«m
porany Art, 591
Broad St Mewark



home, and pays his su
£15 an hour, no maiter
are rich or -, Flaktery isn't

T

The ondy limit,

thﬁlhlmhpm

“snyone | don't like”
“They used to say ‘It's been

Mel Leipeig's portrait of Aljirs founders Carl Hazlewnod snd
Victor Davson bs really o portralt of the

on Military Park in Newark, seen through its window.

done.” the painter says of Friends” al the

realistic portraiture, "and you Museum of Art). S0 Leipzig

would not be able todo it any  had few natural links (o the

better, That was supposed to elass that normally pays for

put you off the attempt.” portraiture.

But never wanied But he won a scholarship to

o dio other than Cooper Unlon in Manhsttan,

paint the figure. Born in and then to Yale University.

m" wasn't on the of his

wealthy Singer Eﬂﬂlﬁ- graduation, Every image Is hand-made
Sargent the most W Fellow-  — artisanal art, you might
h&m ship in 1958 to in say. And over a long career,
American portraitist, whose and there for pictures make
similarty uncommissioned year. But he found painting  up & kind of recard of life
portrails are currently in very difficult while he was here in the Northeast.
“Portraits of Artists and abroad. ] switched 1o



